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The final exam of Sociolinguistics is a digital open book exam as a result of the measures to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus. In this document we explain what an open book exam is, how you can recognize different types of exam questions and how you prepare for an open book exam.

1 What is an open book exam? 

A digital open book exam is an exam of limited duration, where you can use tools such as the course manual, the slides of the lectures and your notes to answer the exam questions.

· Knowledge is not tested by means of questions that ask you to copy and paste knowledge from the book, the slides or your notes (for example 'give the definition of X', where X is some concept). Instead, open book exam questions are designed to test your knowledge and understanding of the contents of the course via application.

· You will not find the answers to the questions of the open book exam in the course materials, you have to think for yourself and make connections between various course topics.

· You write your answers in clear and understandable language. Language use is important. 

· You not only answer the question, but you substantiate the answer with arguments that show that you have mastered and understand the course materials. Sometimes this may mean comparing two or more theories, sometimes your answer is an advice based on scientific findings that are discussed in the book or during class, which you then discuss in your answer and connect to the advice. 

· The structure and content of the answer partly depend on the type of exam question. So look carefully at what type of question is being asked. Types of exam questions are discussed in the next chapter.

· An open book exam is probably more challenging than a closed book exam. Moreover, the assessing lecturers have higher expectations with regard to the quality and depth of the answers and the manner of critical and analytical thinking, because course materials are available.

2 Types of exam questions

Knowledge can be tested in an open book examination by means of different types of questions, ranging from application-oriented knowledge questions, descriptive and analyzing questions to synthesizing questions, comparative questions, evaluative questions and advice questions. Question types can of course be distinguished from each other with regard to the form and content of the question, but also based on the form and content of the answer. See the table below for an overview.




Table 1 Types of exam questions
	
	Question/Assignment
	Answer

	Application-oriented
	Table 4.2 on p. 85 presents four possible ways in which interlocutors can converge or diverge. Explain this table using your own examples. Which option is missing?
	Explain relevant concepts and pay sufficient attention to the description of the examples. State explicitly why an example belongs to a certain way.

	Descriptive
	What does figure X show?
	Describe relevant background information of the research, including the research method, describe the results (note the x and y axes), make connections between the figure, results and method.

	Analysing
	Calculate the index score based on the attached frequency data table
	Present results, but also calculations

	Synthesizing
	How has Labov's research on variation in pronunciation on Martha's Vineyard changed sociolinguistics?
	Describe the state of affairs regarding knowledge of language variation and research method before Labov. Describe Labov's research and key outcomes. Describe differences regarding knowledge and research method.

	Comparative
	What are the similarities and differences between Giles and Bell's theories?
	Summarize both theories on relevant points and discuss differences and similarities in as much detail as possible

	Advice
	Give two tips to circumvent the observer's paradox.
	Explain the paradox, describe two research methods in sufficient detail and explicitly discuss how these methods try to minimize the influence of the researcher. Ensure that the advice complies with the applicable ethical guidelines and rules for scientific research.

	Evaluative
	Which research method is best suited to demonstrate a link between language attitude and attitude towards speakers of that language?
	Which methods are eligible? Describe these methods. Explain why one method is more suitable than the other; use scientific insights to substantiate your arguments. Pay attention to the relationship between question and answer.



At the end of this document you will find a table with relevant clue words and their meaning.





3 Preparatory suggestions 

· Although it is an open book exam, memorize important theories, names, concepts, insights and research methods. If you have this knowledge at your command, you do not have to look it up and you can spend more time and energy on making connections and formulating a clear and convincing answer.

· Clear and understandable language use is important in an open book exam. So pay more attention to word use, sentence structure and text structure than in the case of a closed-book exam.

· Use your own words. Quotations are allowed, but only if reference is made in line with APA guidelines. This was practiced during the seminars. When quoting, paraphrase the main point of the quote in your own words to show that you have understood the content of the quote.

· Make summaries and organize the course material using, for example, paper markers in different colors, so you can quickly find information.

· Practice the exercised in the handbook and study the assignments that were discussed in the seminars. Answers to the exercises in the handbook can be found near the end of the book.

Good luck!


Appendix 1 
Every question or assignment on an exam contains clue words. These clue words give you information about the form and content of the answer to the question or assignment. Table 2 provides an overview of the most commonly used clue words.
Table 2 Relevant clue words for exams*
	Clue word
	Meaning

	Analyze x
	Examine x in detail and methodically within the perspective a specific theory or approach

	Comment on x
	Explain the meaning and / or function of x as completely as possible

	Compare x and y
	Show both the similarities and the differences between x and y

	Contrast x and y
	Compare x and y, but only the differences

	Criticise x 
	Give your judgement or reasoned opinion about x based on a discussion of the positive and negative points of x

	Define x
	Give the formal meaning of x. You often have to memorize definitions.

	Describe x
	Give a detailed report of x in a logical order or appropriate academic writing style

	Discuss x
	Provide arguments for and against x based on evidence, followed by a conclusion

	Enumerate x
	List the parts of x one by one

	Evaluate x
	Judge the truth of x or the importance of x, based on a summary of expert judgments and/or scientific research on x. Discuss pros and cons of x and criticize.

	Illustrate x
	Explain x using concrete examples, comparisons or analogies

	Interprete x
	Clarify the meaning of x through examples

	Outline x 
	Provide a general summary of x. Usually a concise list of main ideas and/or assumptions. Show the structure of the idea behind x.

	Prove x
	Show that x is true using scientific research or logical reasoning

	Relate x and y 
	Clarify the relationship between x and y by discussing similarities or by explaining how y came from x

	Trace x
	Describe the development of x over time


* Adapted from the overview presented here: http://student.unsw.edu.au/open-book-and-take-home-exams

