Collapse & Survival 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Assignments for seminar 38, to be prepared in advance by the students

1. Primary sources
For your research paper, you are expected to analyze primary sources. Search for one or more primary sources that tell you something about the preconditions, the response or the effects of the disaster you want to study. Write a memo of c. 300 words in which you first describe the source(s), then exercise source criticism, and then explain how you would organize sources of this type. Watch weblecture 3B for tips on searching for sources, source criticism and organizing sources!
Share your memo with the other students in your sub-group, by posting it as a message in the Teams channel of your sub-group.

2. Fukushima and the disaster cycle
The nuclear crisis at Fukushima in 2011 lends itself perfectly for description via Singleton’s model of the disaster cycle. Apply this model to the Fukushima case and identify the various phases of the cycle. Having done that, can you determine what prevented the authorities from learning lessons? (c. 300 words)

3. Democracy helps, but only if also …  
According to Olivier Rubin, Amartya Sen’s thesis that famines do not occur in democracies cannot be maintained, neither in its deterministic form (famines never occur in democracies) nor in its probabilistic form (famines occur less frequently in democracies). But perhaps we do not have to throw out Sen’s thesis altogether. Perhaps it would still be valid if we would add one or more conditions: famines do not occur in democracies if also … 
Based on Rubin’s article, formulate at least three conditions that could replace the dots in the previous sentence (c. 100 words)

4. Social capital in the Dutch Hunger winter
Hawkins and Maurer emphasize the importance of social capital in the response to hurricane Katrina. They distinguish among three types of social capital, each with their own function in dealing with the consequences of the hurricane: bonding, bridging and linking social capital. Similarly, Ingrid de Zwarte discusses a specific aspect of the response to the Dutch Hunger winter of 1944-45: the evacuation of large numbers of children from the west to the east and north of the Netherlands. 
Explain the role of social capital in these children’s transports, distinguishing between bonding, bridging and linking social capital. And which concrete fact demonstrates that the evacuations did indeed raise the resilience of Dutch society as a whole? (c. 300 words)
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